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Hello, I am Professor Eom Tae—woong from the Department of Korean
Language and Literature at Korea University. In <Seoul's History and
Cultural Space> we will explore the various sides of Seoul, the capital of
South Korea. Therefore, the aim of this series of lectures is to provide
background knowledge about the historical events that occurred in Seoul that
are frequently represented in popular culture in chronological order. To this
end, we will look at the early Choson Dynasty and Hanyang; 1637 and
Songpa; the 18th century and Changdeokgung Palace and Changgyeonggung
Palace; early 20th century Gyeongseong; pre—and post—liberation Seongbuk;
the 1970s and Cheonggyecheon;1988 and Ssangmun—dong; 1997 and Sinchon;
and finally, 2002 and Gwanghwamun Square.

We will introduce the zeitgeist, the literary works, and the culture of each
era, and discuss the ways in which these periods are dealt with in today's
popular culture. In doing so, this series aims to provide an opportunity to
look back at the past from today's perspective. Moreover, each week in
<The Historical and Cultural Spaces of Seoul>, we will delve into the
current state of each area, as well as the places worth visiting. By focusing
on Seoul and learning about its past history, and its current state, the ways
its past was recorded at the time, and how Koreans today depict this past,
we can learn how a multiplicity of temporal perspectives come to be

accumulated in one space.

Now, let's introduce Seoul, the space that will be our focus in <The
Historical and Cultural Spaces of Seoul>. Seoul is the capital city of Korea.

In fact, the word "Seoul" itself also means the capital of a country.

Agel darst w8 w2+ 5
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Therefore, it can even be used to say "Choson's ‘Seoul’ was Hanyang". Seoul
is the only so—called ‘special city’ (teukbyeol dosi) in South Korea, and the
other metropolitan areas that come close in scale to a special city are called
‘metropolitan cities’ (gwangyeoksi). South Korea's metropolitan cities are
Busan, Daegu, Incheon, Gwangju, Daejeon, and Ulsan. Seoul's address system
1s divided into two types: the road name address, such as "145 Anam-—ro,
Seongbuk—gu, Seoul," and the land—lot based address, such as "1-2
Anam—dong 5—ga, Seongbuk—gu, Seoul". So one building or land—lot has two
addresses. Both methods specify the "gu" (district) in the city that the
address falls under. Seoul is composed of 25 "gu", or districts. In alphabetical
order, they are: Gangnam—gu, Gangdong—gu, Gangbuk—gu, Gangseo—gu,
Gwanak—gu, Gwangjin—gu, Guro—gu, Geumcheon—gu, Nowon—gu, Dobong—gu,
Dongdaemun—gu, Dongjak—gu, Mapo—gu, Seodaemun—gu, Seocho—gu,
Seongdong—gu, Seongbuk—gu, Songpa—gu, Yangcheon—gu, Yeongdeungpo—gu,
Yongsan—gu, Eunpyeong—gu, Jongno—gu, Jung—gu, and Jungnang—gu. It is
said that people have been living in Seoul since the prehistoric era. People
started living in the Han River Basin during the Paleolithic era, which dates
back thousands of years BC, and began to form proper settlements during the
Neolithic era. Representative relics of the Neolithic era are located in

Amsa—dong, Gangdong—gu.

From 18 BC to 475 AD, Seoul was also the capital of Baekje, Baekjae
moved its capital several times, and one of these capitals was Seoul. Its
name at the time was Wiryeseong. Traces of Wiryeseong can still be found
in Mongchontoseong and Pungnaptoseong in Songpa—gu. Wiryeseong later
became known as "Hanseong," meaning a big fortress, and this period is also
called "Hanseong Baekje." There i1s also the "Hanseong Baekje Museum" in

Songpa—gu, so I hope some of those who are interested can visit it.

After that, the Seoul area was also occupied by Goguryeo. Relics from the
Goguryeo period can be found at the Goguryeo relic site at Achasan. After
Goguryeo, Silla ruled the Han River Basin. After Silla took over the Han
River Basin from Baekje and Goguryeo in the mid—6th century, The Silla
Dynasty erected the Bukhansan Monument ('Bukhansan Jinheungwang

Sunsubi') to declare its territory at Seoul’s Bukhansan mountain. Currently, a
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replica is erected in Bukhansan, while the genuine one is located in the

National Museum of Korea in Yongsan—gu.

Goryeo, a country that existed on the Korean Peninsula from 918 to 1392,
did not use Seoul as its capital, but administered it as a major region called
Namgyeong. One of the representative relics of Goryeo 1s 'Nakseongdae,'
where General Gang Gam-—chan, a renowned general of the Goryeo period,
was born in 948. It is currently located in present—day Bongcheon—dong,
Gwanak—gu. It i1s called Nakseongdae because a large star fell from the sky

) <)

when General Gang Gam—chan was born (‘nak’/7& =fall; ‘seong’/ & =star).

From 1392 to 1910, the Choson Dynasty, and later the Korean Empire,
made Seoul their capital. King Taejo, who founded Choson, designated
Seoul/Hanyang, as the capital city and constructed it as a space that realized
Confucian ideals based on the principles of Pungsu (Korean Geomancy) and
Baesanimsu (Pungsu principle of having a mountain at the rear, water in the
front). The term "Hanyang" itself means that it is located on the north side

of the Han River. It is a name that has been used since the Silla period.

Historically, Seoul was the capital of Baekje, Choson, and the Korean
Empire. If we take 1392, the year Choson moved its capital to Hanyang, as
the starting point, Seoul has functioned as the capital of the Korean Peninsula
for over 600 years. As the Choson era is the closest era to the present day,
many traces of Choson can be found in Seoul. Hanyang, however, refers to
the area within Hanyang Fortress (‘Hanyangdoseong’), which is much smaller
than present—day Seoul. The first building that King Taejo built when he
established Hanyang was the palace of Gyeongbokgung. Subsequently, the
palaces of Changdeokgung, Changgyeonggung, Gyeonghuigung, and Deoksugung

were built, resulting in the five palaces of Choson.

Jongmyo 1s a royal shrine that enshrines the kings and queens of Choson,
and 1s where the royal ancestral rites are held. Every year on the first
Sunday of May, the Jongmyo Jerye and Jeryeak, both designated as UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage, are reenacted. I hope that those who are curious
visit Jongmyo. At Sajikdan, where the national rites are held for the gods of

land and grain, The Great Rite of Sajik Daeje i1s held every year on the third
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Sunday of September. You can also see the procession from Deoksugung

Palace to Sajikdan.

In addition, there is the Yukjo Street (Yukjogeori), which was a boulevard
located at present—day Gwanghwamun Square; two of its streets, Ungjonga
and Yukuijeon, were the largest streets in Seoul. ‘Ungjonga’ means ‘a place
where people flock to like clouds’, and it was the location of Yukuijeon, the
largest market in Seoul. If you want to see how the scholars of the Choson
Dynasty lived, you can visit Namsangol Hanok Village located in Jung—gu.
Also, you can walk along the Hanyangdoseong, the fortress surrounding the
Hanyang area (Seoul City Wall). Although the entire wall is not completely
Intact, some parts remain, so 1if you are curious about the appearance of

Hanyangdoseong, I recommend you visit this place.

The emblem of Seoul represents the mountains of Seoul in green, the sun
in red, and the Han River in blue. The mountains represent the environment,
the blue Han River symbolizes history and vitality, and the sun in the center
displays the vision and hope for the future. Overall, it forms the image of an
energetic person. This emblem was inspired by Danwon Kim Hong—do's

genre painting “A Dancing Boy” (“Chumchuneun saram (ai)”)

Seoul is a very large city with a mix of various histories. Within it, there
are histories of joy and histories of shame. It encases the large—scale
history of the nation, as well as small, individual everyday moments. Seoul is
the space where all these things coexist. I hope that you, too, can connect

with Seoul through these lectures.Shall we set off together?

o
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In this session, we will focus on the history of Seoul during the Choson
dynasty. As Choson was the country that ruled over the Korean Peninsula for
over 500 years from 1392 to 1910, it is essential to examine the Choson
dynasty to understand modern Korea and Seoul. The founder of Choson, King
Taejo, chose Hanyang as the new capital city in 1394. Having founded
Choson, Taejo believed that a new country needed a new capital city. King
Taejo requested the Buddhist monk, "Muhak Daesa," to find a new capital
city. Muhak Daesa traveled the whole country to find a new capital city for
Choson. While traveling, he saw Wangsimni and thought it was an excellent
place for new capital. At that moment, an old man passing by with his cow
spoke to his cow and said, "Muhak is foolish." After hearing this, Muhak
Daesa approached the old man and asked him if he knew of a place that
could become the capital. The old man said to go another 10 li to the
northwest, before suddenly disappearing. Muhak Daesa walked in the direction
that the old man had indicated, and after going another 10 1i as he said, he
arrived at the place that would become Hanyang. Furthermore, the place
where Muhak Daesa met the old man became Wangsimni, which means "go

another 10 li" in Korean.

Today, Wangsimni is a major transportation hub where Seoul Subway Lines
2 and 5, the Suin—Bundang Line, and the Gyeongui—Jungang Line intersect.
There aren't many subway stations that connect several lines like this. There
1s also a rather large shopping center connected to the station, as well as
Hanyang University nearby, so there are many places to eat and things to

enjoy.

Agel Garst w8 #7 9



In 1394, Taejo, the founder of the Choson dynasty, established a capital in
this location and set up the "New Capital Palace Construction Office"
(ShindogunggwolChosonggam) to plan the city. He established the location of
the central building required for the capital such as its palaces, "Jongmyo
Shrine" where the royal family pays respects to their ancestors and holds
rituals to maintain their divine status, and Sajik, a place where people pray
for the prosperity of the country and crops. He also planned the locations of
roads, drainage systems, and government offices. Hanyang was not the kind
of city that naturally emerged and expanded, but was rather a planned area

from the beginning.

Now, let's take a closer look at Hanyang during the Choson dynasty.
Hanyang, as the capital, was located in the center of the country and had
beautiful scenery with mountains and bodies of water. Hanyang's natural
features corresponded to the four cardinal directions. For example, Hanyang
was surrounded by four mountains: Taraksan, better known as Naksan, lay to
the east, Inwangsan to the west, Mokmyeoksan to the south (this is the
mountain that features Namsan Tower), and Baekaksan lay to the north. In
addition, the center of Hanyang was crossed by the Cheonggyecheon stream.
Hanyang was also surrounded by four major gates, called "Sadaemun" (Four
Great Gates). To the east, there was Heunginjimun. To the west, there was
Donuimun, which no longer exists. To the south, there was Sungnyemun, and
to the north, there was Sukjeongmun. Each of the gates was named according
to their orientation, like Dongdaemun (“East Large Gate”) or Namdaemun
(“South Large Gate”). Additionally, there were small gates, called ‘Sasomun’
(Four Small Gates), located between the four main gates. To the northeast,
there 1s the Hyehwamun Gate, and to the southeast, there 1s the
Gwanghuimun Gate, to the northwest, there was Changuimun, and to the
southwest, there was Souimun. These small gates were also called
Dongsomun, Namsomun, Buksomun, and Seosomun. The connection of these
eight gates made up Hanyangdoseong (Hanyang Fortress). Now, let’s briefly

watch a video that displays Hanyangdoseong.

From the second to the fourth week of "The History and Cultural Spaces



of Seoul," we will focus on the Chosdn dynasty. During the second week, we
will explore the early Choson period, during the third week we will explore
the mid—Choson period, and in the fourth week we will explore the late
Choson period. First, let’s look at the topic we will cover in the second
week, the early Choson period and Hanyang. Here, starting with the
situation in the late Goryeo period, we will discuss the establishment of
Choson, and the events of the early Choson period that are frequently
discussed in contemporary popular culture. Lastly, we will talk about the

appearance of Seoul in modern times.

During the second week, we start with an explanation of the situation in
the late Goryeo period and the establishment of Choson. You will be able to
listen to a detailed explanation of the situation during the establishment of
Choson and the struggles between its different political forces. Additionally,
we will examine literary works from the Goryeo period, and through them,
learn about the historical context before the establishment of Chosén. Works
such as Kim Gukgi's "At the Bosan Station," Yi Gyubo's "Reciting Poems in
Place of a Farmer," Yi Gok's "A Poem Written for a Soldier at Cheongju,"
and Yun Yeohyeong's "The Song of Dotolbam" are examined to trace the
changes in how the consciousness of intellectuals, who took the lives of
peasants as their subjects, changed. Following on from that, we will explore
the establishment of Choson and its literature. There is a genre of music
called "akjang" that sings of the righteousness of the Choson dynasty and its
establishment. We examine the variegated aspects of this genre through the
"Yurimga," the "Sindoga," and the "Yongbieocheonga." In particular, Joeng
Do—jeon's "Sindoga" expressed anticipation for Hanyang as a new capital city,
and also pays tribute to King Taejo's achievements. In addition, more
recently, by putting the lyrics of the song "Seoul," released by Lee Yong in
1982, alongside the "Sindoga", we will spend some time comparing the

musical representations of Seoul and its former iteration, Hanyang.

Next, we will select two frequently discussed historical events from the
early Choson period and explore works of popular culture that cover these
events. The first are the two Princes' Revolts that occurred in 1398 and

1400 during the early years of the Choson dynasty. KBS1's "Tears of the

Agel st w3k 3z 11



Dragon," broadcast in 1996, "The King of Tears, Lee Bang—won," broadcast
in 2021, "Jung Do—jeon" broadcast in 2014, and SBS’s "Six Flying Dragons,"
broadcast in 2015, all deal with this time period in Korean history, but each
focuses on different themes and lays different emphases. 1 hope that you

find some works that you enjoy while taking this lecture.

The second event during the Choson era widely covered in popular culture
i1s the creation of the Korean writing system, "Hangul," by King Sejong the
Great. King Sejong the Great was the fourth king of Choson. Demonstrating
his love for the nation, he created the independent writing system called
'Hangul, to facilitate smooth communication among the people. UNESCO has
named an award, given to individuals or organizations that have made
significant contributions to the eradication of illiteracy in countries around the
world, the 'UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize." This award has been
presented annually since 1990. King Sejong the Great is still greatly loved by
modern Koreans. As a result, King Sejong is often portrayed in contemporary
popular culture. In our lecture, we will examine King Sejong and the creation
of Hangul, focusing on the 2011 SBS drama "Tree with Deep Roots" and the
movie "The King's Letters." Additionally, at the end of week 2, there will be
some time to look at the present—day appearance of Seoul Hanyangdoseong
(Seoul City Wall) through photos. I hope you take a keen interest as we
travel through Hanyang and Seoul together.

Week 3 is titled '1637 and Songpa.' This week focuses on the Manchu
Invasion of Choson, one of the important events of mid—Choson period, and
will introduce four novels written immediately after the Byeongjahoran, as
well as modern movies on the subject. Lastly, we will explore present—day
Songpa. Week 3 begins with an explanation of the Manchu Invasion of
Choson (Byeongjahoran). The Manchu Invasion, which occurred in 1637, and
the Japanese Invasion (Imjin Waeran) of 1592, are dubbed the ‘twin
calamities’. These two wars left painful scars on Choson. In particular, the
Manchu Invasion was an event that erupted before the wounds inflicted by
the Imjyin War had healed, and the fact that King Injo of Choson submitted to
the emperor of the Qing dynasty, assuming the role of a subject, remains a

heartbreaking historical memory for modern Koreans. In this lecture, we will
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provide a detailed explanation of the situation in 16th—century Choson and
the International political situation in Northeast Asia leading up to the

outbreak of the Manchu Invasion.

Following the Manchu Invasion, various literary works were created as a
way to cope with the pain of defeat. In this respect, we will read the novels
"Ganglojeon," '"Parkssijeon," "Imgyeongeopjeon," and "Kimyoungcheoljeon"
together. The literary responses to the Manchu Invasion can be categorized
into three types: those that shifted the cause of the defeat to a third party
and evaded responsibility; those that depict an imaginary victory through
heroic figures; and those that represent identity crisis. "Ganglojeon"
effectively demonstrates the strategy of shifting the cause of the defeat to a
third party and evading responsibility. It reinforces the negativity of Kang
Hongrip through contrasts with other characters, love narratives, and death
scenes. As we read through the scenes of the novel, we can get a glimpse

of the situation at the time.

"Parkssijeon" is a novel featuring a female hero in which the titular
character, ‘Park Ssi,’ is portrayed as a stranger, a liminal figure, and a
character who plays an active role in the Manchu Invasion. However, Park is
not a real historical figure. The novel reflects the desire of the Choson
people to see victory, even if it 1s through an imaginary character. Yet, the
novel "Parkssijeon" does not depict a complete victory; instead, it illustrates
a partial victory in the context of the reality of a lost war. This makes the

novel even more poignant in terms of the feelings of the people at the time.

Im Gyeong—eop from "Imgyeongeopjeon" is a male character who actually
existed. If you listen to the lecture, you will learn that the narrative of
"Imgyeongeopjeon” 1s structured by adding fictional events and exempting the

protagonist from responsibility towards the ruler.

"Kimyoungcheoljeon" is a literary work that depicts the identity crisis of
the time. The protagonist, Kim Young—cheol, prioritizes his family over the
nation or society. As a person from Ming, Qing, and Choson, he also acquires

a multi—faceted identity, moving between different countries.
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Having examined novels that recreate the Manchu Invasion, We will now
discuss how modern Koreans deal with the event through present—day filmic
representations. In contemporary films, as in novels, imaginative characters
appear and pursue imaginary victories. And the events of 1636, when viewed
from the perspective of the 21st century, reveal a self—reflective view of

history.

For this purpose, we will look at the films “War of the Arrows’
(“Choejongbyeonggi”) and “The Fortress” (“Namhansanseong”) in this lecture.
Both “War of the Arrows’, which narrativizes the war from the perspective of
individuals, and families, and illustrates the critical consciousness of the
Choson court at the time, and “The Fortress”, which depicts King Injo's
struggle with his ministers, some of whom want to make peace with the Qing
Dynasty, and others who insist on protecting Choson even through war, have
the power to see the present through the past. The place of King Injo's
surrender was 'Samjeondo’, which was a dock on the upper Han River in the
past, and where the Qing Dynasty erected the 'Samjeondo Monument', a stele
containing the content of the surrender, also known as 'Samjeondo
Cheongtaejong Gongdeokbi'. The Samjeondo Monument is located at Seokchon
Lake, where Lotte World is. I hope this lecture will be an opportunity to

reflect on its meaning.

Lastly, we will explore the relics of the Hanseong Baekje period through
Pungnaptoseong and Mongchontoseong in present—day Songpa, and take a
look at the Seoul Olympic Park, around which the stadiums of the 1988 Seoul
Olympics were built. You will also be able to see the 'Songpa Sandaenori',
the only mask dance in the Seoul region that is still transmitted today, with
its 12 acts.

In the fourth week, we will cover Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung
during the reigns of King Yeongjo and King Jeongjo. Changdeokgung and
Changgyeonggung are the centers of late Choson history. The wooden palaces
were burnt down due to the Japanese and Manchu invasions, but instead of
restoring Gyeongbokgung during the war recovery process, Changdeokgung

and Changgyeonggung were restored first and used as palaces. As a result,



the Choson royal family stayed at Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung from
the 1600s to the mid—1800s.

Within this timeframe, we will also examine the period of King Yeongjo,
who ruled Choson from 1724 to 1776, and King Jeongjo, who ruled from
1776 to 1800. Both kings achieved political stability, and as a result, a
multiplicity of cultures developed in Choson. Yeongjo and Jeongjo implemented
a merit—based appointment system called Tangpyeong policy and established
the royal library called Gyujanggak, which contributed to the stability of

Choson. For a detailed explanation, please refer to the lecture.

The era of Yeongjo and Jeongjo, when politics were stable and culture
flourished, was one of the most painful times for the Choson royal family.
The death of Crown Prince Sado (Sado Seja), the son of King Yeongjo and
the father of King Jeongjo, left a traumatic impact on many people. Crown
Prince Sado’s wife, Lady Hyegyeong (Hyegyeonggung Hong), later vividly
testified about her husband's death and expressed her grievances through her
memoir, the "Han Jung Rok" (“The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong”). It seems
as if King Jeongjo, her son, tried to relieve Lady Hyegyeong's grievances by
bestowing her with a royal title and treating her with respect. Her grandson,
King Sunjo, held a 'Jinpyo—ri Ceremony' and a 'Jinchan' feast in 1809 to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of Lady Hyegyeong's entrance to the palace.
The book "Gisajinpyorijinchanuigwe" contains information about these events
and records every detail, allowing us to learn about the scale of the

festivities at the time.

There are lectures explaining the situations faced by King Yeongjo, Sado
Seja, and King Jeongjo before Crown Prince Sado's death in the Imo Incident.
You can also explore the contrasting perspectives on Noble Consort Huibin
Jang (Heebin Jangssi) in recent popular cultural representations which focus
on the situation between King Yeongjo's father, King Sukjong and his
concubine Heebin Jangssi, as well as the story of Queen Inhyeon. Through
the SBS drama "Jang Ok—jung, Living by Love" (“Jangokjeong, Sarangae
Salda”) and MBC’s "Dong Yi," we can learn about the background of Sukbin

Choi, Yeongjo's mother, and the complex Yeongjo developed as a result. The
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records left by Crown Prince Sado and the "Annals of the Choson Dynasty"

(“Chosonwangjosillok™) also convey the situation at the time of Sado’s death.

While there are many sad events in the history of the royal family, we
cannot leave out its love stories. The love between King Jeongjo and Royal
Noble Consort Uibin Seong 1s so famous that all Koreans know about it. We
will explore this through the MBC drama "Yi San," which aired in 2007, and
"The Red Sleeve" (“Otsomae Bulgeun Ggeutdong”) which aired in 2021. We
will also learn about the differences between using posthumous names like
Sejong and Jeongjo and birth names like Yi Do and Yi San in dramas and
movies. Through tvN's "Under the Queen's Umbrella" (“Shyurup”), we can
also find out about the inner court system, including its queens and
concubines. There is also the story of Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong
refusing King Jeongjo's royal proposal twice in 15 years. "The Tomb of the
Royal Consort Written By The King” (“Eojeuibinmyojimyeong”)" which
contains Jeongjo's feelings after Lady Uibin Sung's death, allows us to better

understand this story.

Lastly, as if touring Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung palaces, we will
explain the major points along the tour course. We will examine the
magnificent features of Changdeokgung, visiting Donhwamun, Geumcheongyo,
Gwolnaegaksa, Injeongjeon, Seonjeongjeon, Huijeongdang, Daejojeon, and
Nakseonjae. We will also explore the beautiful features of Changgyeonggung,
visiting  Honghwamun,  Myeongjeongjeon,  Munjeongjeon,  Sungmundang,
Hwanjeongjeon, Gyeongchunjeon, Tongmyeongjeon, Yanghwadang,
Yeongchunheon, Jipbokheon, Chundangji, and Gwandeokjeong. Shall we visit

the beautiful palaces and Hanyang of Choson together?
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In this session, we will focus on the history of Seoul starting in the

modern era.

Choson entered the international stage with the 'Ganghwado Treaty’, the
unequal treaty it signed with Japan in 1876. In 1884, at 'Ujeongchongguk,'
the first Korean post office in Jongno—gu, Seoul, there was an incident in
which Choson reformists, who dreamed of Choson's independence and
modernization, tried to seize power but ended up with the failure of the
‘Three—Day Reign’ (‘Samilcheonha’). Ujeongchongguk is designated as Historic
Site No. 213, and there 1s a small exhibition room inside where you can see

the items actually used in the post office in the 1900s.

In 1897, Gojong, the 26th king of Choson, declared the establishment of
the Korean Empire. This declaration was made at ‘Hwangudan', historic site
No. 157. Hwangudan has a long history, having been established in 983
during the second year of King Seongjong of Goryeo's reign. It was a place
where the emperor offered sacrifices to the heavens. During the early Choson
period, sacrifices to the heavens were not allowed, so it was not used until
King Gojong declared the establishment of the Korean Empire, whereupon it
was reinstalled. King Gojong's will was to show that Choson, the soon—to—be
Korean Empire, was an independent country like China or Japan, and the

center of royal power where he aimed to bring about reform.

Independence Gate in Seodaemun—gu was built in 1897. It was built
through a nationwide fundraising campaign to declare Korea's permanent
independence. As a result, it is recorded that the total construction cost was

3,825 won, in the currency of the time. It was installed at the rear of
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Yeongeunmun, a place where Choson welcomed Chinese envoys during the
Choson Dynasty. Although Yeongeunmun was demolished, the lower part of
the main pillar remains. ndependence Gate was modeled after the Arc de

Triomphe in Paris, so the shape is very similar.

However, in contrast to this desire for independence, in 1905, the 'Second
Korea—Japan Agreement' between the Korean Empire and the Japanese
Empire took place in Jungmyeongjeon Hall of Deoksugung Palace. Japan
forced its way into Jungmyeongjeon for this agreement, and the space in
front of Jungmyeongjeon was filled with Japanese military police. Ito
Hirobumi, the Japanese representative, threatened the Korean Empire's
ministers, and, in the end, Japan took over the diplomatic rights of the

Korean Empire. King Gojong's seal was not even imprinted on the agreement.

The Jungmyeongjeon seen in modern photos was completely burned down in
1925, but the outer walls remain and have been restored. Originally, it was
located inside the walls of Deoksugung Palace, However, after the walls of
Deoksugung Palace were moved inward, it now appears to be separate.
Choson and the Korean Empire were forcibly annexed by Japan in 1910
against their own will. From 1910 to 1945, Korea experienced a time of

Japanese rule, the Japanese colonial period.

Week 5 of "Seoul's History and Cultural Spaces" focuses on Gyeongseong
(the old name for Seoul) during this period, while Week 6 covers Seongbuk
before and after liberation. Week 5, which is themed "Early 20th Century
Gyeongseong," looks at Gyeongseong in the late Korean Empire, the history
of Japanese colonial rule, early 20th—century literature, modern movies and
dramas set in the early 20th century, and the traces of the Japanese colonial

period that remain today.

The term "Guhangmal" refers to the old Korean Empire, meaning "old" (gu)
and "end" (mal) combined. Originally, it refers to the period between 1897
and 1910 during the Korean Empire but it also broadly refers to the end of
the Choson Dynasty. During this period, the opening of Korea to the world
took place with the 1876 Treaty of Ganghwa. After opening up, the economic

importance of Seoul within the nation decreased, as the urbanization of
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Incheon, a port city, rapidly progressed. As a result, Seoul was demoted to a

county under Gyeonggi Province in the 1895 administrative reform.

In this context, a series of tumultuous events occurred, including the 1884
Gapsin Coup, the 1895 assassination of Queen Myeongseong by Japanese
agents at Gyeongbokgung Palace (the Eulmi Incident), the 1896 escape of
King Gojong to the Russian legation (the Agwan Pacheon Incident), and the
proclamation of the Korean Empire in 1897. In 1910, Korea was annexed by
Japan. Afterward, Hanyang was renamed Gyeongseong, and this period is

called the Japanese colonial period.

During this time, many Japanese people moved to Gyeongseong, resulting in
a high population density in the city. However, the Governor—General of
Korea installed by the Japanese colonial government carried out urban
development centered around the areas of Namdaemun—ro, Eulji—ro, and
Chungmuro, where many Japanese people lived. They built Western—style
buildings here and there, and constructed numerous factories in the Yongsan
and Yeongdeungpo areas. In the early 1900s, department stores also emerged
in Gyeongseong. In 1906, the Mitsukoshi Department Store was built in
Myeongdong, followed by the Georgia Department Store and Minakai
Department Store in the 1920s, and the first Korean—owned department
store, Hwashin Department Store, in the 1930s. At the time, Koreans
centered around Gyeongseong participated in movements opposing Japan, such
as the anti—Japanese movement and the independence movement. Japan
eventually transformed Gyeongseong into a logistical base to maintain and
manage supplies for its invasion of mainland China in the 1930s. Popular

literary genres of this period offer insights into the situation at the time.

The corresponding lecture will focus on Hyeon Jin—geon's "A Lucky Day,"
Yi Sang's "Wings," and Lee Hyo—seok's "The City and the Ghost." In Hyeon
Jin—geon's "A Lucky Day," the story features a rickshaw puller, a
Western—clothed customer, a student living in a dormitory, and the
protagonist, who makes a living as a wage laborer selling his labor to
capitalists. Through this story, we can get a glimpse of Gyeongseong in the

1920s. Y1 Sang's "Wings" is a novel that skillfully utilizes the spatial

Agel Garst w8 w7 19



background of Gyeongseong. In "Wings," when the protagonist "I" becomes
more contemplative, he often visits a coffee shop in Gyeongseong Station,
while the space that hints at the protagonist's suicide at the end of the novel
1s Mitsukoshi Department Store. In Lee Hyo—seok's "The City and the
Ghost," the first—person protagonist appears as a laborer working as a

plasterer, and the difficult conditions at construction sites are well depicted.

A transformed Gyeongseong is also captured in Sijo and Gasa, genres that
were popular even during the Choson Dynasty. In "Mangwolsa Chinga," a man
who returns to his home country from Manchuria to study describes
Gyeongseong from a foreign outsider’s perspective, and the scene he
describes is notable for its landscape painting—like portrayal of Gyeongseong.
"Burangja Gyeonggoga" is a work that sings of admonition and discipline. The
author, who captures the changing appearance of Gyeongseong due to
urbanization, criticizes people who have squandered their wealth on luxury
and pleasure. It is truly valuable to see the spirit of the times in literary
works. Now, shall we look at the early 20th century from the perspective of
the present day? The films that deal with this period mainly focus on the
independence movement or show the changing landscape of Gyeongseong.

They also display pride in the achievements of the Choson people.

In this lecture, we will examine films dealing with the independence
movement, such as "Hero" (2020), "A Resistance" (2019), "Man of Will"
(2017), and "Assassination" (2015). In these works, the heroic aspects of
the film's protagonists stand out, and the independence movement under

Japanese colonial rule 1s depicted very dramatically.

We will also look at the 2008 film "Modern Boy," which deals with the
glamorous changes in Gyeongseong. The ‘modern boy in question refers to a
man who shows his identity through his westernized appearance, hobbies,
language, and consciousness, which led the consumer culture of Gyeongseong
in the 1920s and 30s. Although sometimes perceived negatively, the modern
boy is also a trendsetter. The film "Modern Boy" accurately recreates the
way Gyeongseong looked at the time, so if you're curious about

Gyeongseong, I recommend listening to the lecture and watching the movie.



"YMCA Baseball Team," released in 2002, is a film that shows pride in
what the people of Choson could achieve. It portrays the first Korean
baseball team in the early 1900s, the Hwangseong YMCA Baseball Team, and
shows how characters, caught between tradition and transformation, change as
they encounter baseball. Although baseball was new at the time, today it is a
very familiar sport for us. As such, it makes for an enjoyable viewing
experience. Dramas from this period also show the lives of Chosdn people

during the Japanese colonial era, or show resistance against Japanese rule.

We will look at the lives of Choson people trying to make a living during
Japanese rule by making particular reference to "Mr. Sunshine" (2018), which
aired on tvN, and "Different Dreams" (2019), which aired on MBC. "Mr.
Sunshine" realistically recreates Gyeongseong at the time. The main location,
Glory Hotel, i1s modeled after the "Sontak Hotel," which was a guesthouse for
foreign dignitaries during the diplomatic process of the Korean Empire. The
female protagonist of "Mr. Sunshine," Go Ae—shin, attends the modern
educational institution for women, Ehwa Hakdang, which was the predecessor

of present—day Ewha Girls' High School and Ewha Womans University.

"Different Dreams" is a drama that takes the buillding of the
Governor—General of Korea and Jongno Police Station as its main settings.
The drama features independence activist Kim Won—bong and recreates
several incidents from the independence movement period. Resistance against
the Japanese rule can be seen in KBS2's "Bridal Mask," which aired in 2012.
We may not be able to go directly to that era, but today's representations
help us experience early 20th—century Gyeongseong by accurately recreating
the various aspects of Gyeongseong at the time. Moving on, we should also
take a look at the traces of the Japanese colonial era that can be found in

modern—day Seoul, right?

In the lecture, we will cover Namsan and Choson Singung (Choson
Shrine), Gyeongbokgung Palace and the Governor—General of Choson, as well
as the Hwangudan and its adjoining hotel. At Namsan, now well—known as a
place where Seoul citizens go to relax, lie the foundations of the Choson

Singung built by the Japanese in 1919. Although the shrine was demolished,
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former President Syngman Rhee once erected his statue on the site.
However, it was removed after the April 19 Revolution in 1960. Today, a
statue of independence activist Kim Gu stands there. The building of the
Governor—General of Choson, now demolished, was built at Gyeongbokgung
Palace. In the process, many sections of the extant Choson palaces were also
demolished. The Governor—General building was right behind Gwanghwamun,
completely obstructing the view of Gyeongbokgung Palace. After liberation,
the building was used as the U.S. military government office, then as the
South Korean government office, and from 1986, as the National Museum of
Korea. It was only demolished in 1995, and the restoration of Gyeongbokgung
Palace and other places began to accelerate. The Korean Empire began at
Hwangudan. After the fall of the Korean Empire, the Japanese built the
Chosun Railway Hotel on the site, which is now the Westin Chosun Hotel.

During this process, the area of Hwangudan was reduced.

The appearance of Seoul can be explored in the Week 6 series of lectures,
"Seongbuk Before and After Liberation." That week focuses on Seongbuk, so
you can see the changing landscape of Seongbuk over time. The Seongbuk
area was the region outside Hyehwamun, the eastern gate during the Choson
Dynasty. During the Japanese colonial period, it was called Donam District,
and after liberation, it became Seongbuk—gu. We will examine these changes
together. With Seongbuk showing its character as a space of liberation and
political activity, and the ‘new city’ Donam being reborn as a space for
literature and art, it 1s also very interesting to see the collaboration process
of many cultural and artistic people who gathered and lived here. In addition,
as the area of Seongbuk—gu was filmed on—site, we can convey how

present—day Seongbuk looks very vividly during this week.

As Gyeongseong's population grew and the city expanded during the
Japanese colonial period, the Donam area became a patchwork of agricultural
land, villages, and urban slums. In 1941, the Donam District was completed,
but development proceeded quickly due to high demand. The military regime
era (1960—70s) was when Seongbuk—gu, Donam—dong came to look as it

does today. We will also take a look at this point in time together.



Major places in Seongbuk include Samseonpyeong and Simujang. First,
Samseonpyeong was used as a military training ground during the late Choson
Dynasty. In 1896, the first modern—style athletics competition was held
there, and a total of 34 athletic competitions were held at Samseonpyeong in
the late Choson period. These competitions not only involved sports but also
elevated the will for independence and the national consciousness of Koreans.
Samseonpyeong was also a place where direct conflicts with Japanese people
occurred. Dosan Ahn Chang—ho gave a speech at Samseonpyeong in 1907. In
this speech, he argued for building military power that could independently
protect Koreans against the invasion of great powers, while also advocating
for a democratic republic. This declaration led Samseonpyeong to become a

political space.

After liberation, Korean political leaders, such as Rhee Syngman, Cho
So—ang, An Jae—hong, and Cho Byeong—ok, lived in Donam and its vicinity.
In addition, figures in literature and the arts also resided in the Donam area,
many of whom depicted Seongbuk in their literary works. Descriptions of
Donam District during the Japanese colonial period can be seen in the
writings of Yi Taejun, Kim Yongjun, and Palbo. The scars of war that were
still felt after liberation can be seen in the writings of Park Wan—seo, Cho
Ji—hoon, Kim Sung—chil, and Kim Dong—ri. The processes of recovery and
urbanization in the post—war period of the 1960s and 70s are well captured
by Kim Nae—seong, Kim So—jin, and Kim Gwang—seop, while the April
Revolution and democratization movement are covered by Shin Dong—yeop,
Cho Ji—hoon, and Kim Su—young. The redevelopment of Miari Red Light
District and Donam District in the 1980s and 90s, can be seen in the works
of Shin Kyung—rim, Kwon Hyuk—woong, and Kim Dae—sung. and these
locations in the 2000s can be found in the works of Yoon Dae—nyeong and
Choi Il-nam. We will explore this in detail in the corresponding week's

lecture.

Next, we will look at the house where Manhae Han Yongun lived from the
age of 55 to 66, called Simujang. 'Simu’ means searching for the cow,

signifying the first step for a Buddhist practitioner to realize their true
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nature. In 1937, when there was no one to look after the body of
independence activist Kim Dong—sam, who died in prison, Manhae Han
Yongun took care of it and held a funeral. This place is also called "the last
remaining land of Choson." Every June, a musical called <Simu> 1is
performed with Simujang as the backdrop. We encourage those who are

interested to pay it a visit.

Lastly, we will look at the collaboration between painter Lee Jung—seop,
poet Kim Sang—ok, and composer Geum Soo—hyun. Lee Jung—seop attended
a book launch held in honor of poet Kim Sang—ok and left a painting called
“Chicken and Crab” in the guest book. Kim Sang—ok, inspired by the painting,
created a poem called “Sheet Music Painted with Flowers”. Geum Soo—hyun,
after reading the poem, composed a song called “Picture Painted with
Flowers”. The collaboration of these three cultural and artistic figures can

be found in the 6th week of “Seoul's History and Cultural Spaces’.
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In this session, we will delve into the history of Seoul from the 1970s to
the 2000s, focusing on specific locations. The lectures on this topic will take
place from week 7 to week 10. In week 7 we will explore the 1970s and
the Cheonggyecheon; in week 8, 1988 and Ssangmun—dong; in week 9, 1997

and Sinchon; and in week 10, 2002 and Gwanghwamun Square.

Regarding the 1970s, we will focus on the Cheonggyecheon. The
Cheonggyecheon 1s a stream that flows inside the four main gates
(‘Sadaemun’) of Seoul. Perhaps due to the importance of its location, the
history of Cheonggyecheon runs parallel to the history of Seoul. Also, as
industrialization progressed in the 1970s centered around Cheonggyecheon, we
will explore works that depict this zeitgeist, delving into the multifaceted

nature of this location.

In week 7, we will also examine the history of the Cheonggyecheon. The
Cheonggyecheon has been administered since the Choson Dynasty designated
Hanyang as its capital. The third king of Choson, Taejong, established the
‘Gaechundogam’ government department which was responsible for carrying
out stream 1improvement projects, and it was from this point on that
"Gaecheon" became the proper noun referring to the Cheonggyecheon. The
fourth king of Choson, Sejong, designated the Gaecheon a ‘living stream’,
ensuring that the entire capital was kept clean. The 21st king of Choson,
Yeongjo, established a government office called the ‘Juncheonsa’ to clean and
restore the Gaecheon. However, since the Japanese colonial period, it has

been called the ‘Cheonggyecheon’ instead of ‘Gaecheon.” Starting in 1918
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during the Japanese colonial period, the Cheonggyecheon was renovated with
the purpose of relocating the central institutions of Choson colonial rule north

of the Cheonggyecheon, but the renovation was not carried out well.

Today, the Cheonggyecheon is one of Seoul’s notable attractions. However,
it has not been long since it was restored to its current form. In the 1970s,
Cheonggyecheon was covered by the Cheonggye Elevated Highway, making it
difficult to find the original form of the stream. The restoration of
Cheonggyecheon took place from 2003 to 2005. This restoration solved
safety issues, mitigated the heat island effect, and provided flood prevention.
However, problems surrounding the relocation of extant markets, the issue of
creating an artificial ecosystem, and problems in cultural heritage restoration
are some of the issues that still remain. Both positive and negative aspects
have arisen from the restoration of the Cheonggyecheon. This is because
South Korea prioritized economic development in the 1970s. The South
Korean government established several Five—Year Economic Development
Plans. During this process, Korean citizens worked overseas for their families
and the nation. Amid these difficulties, the Cheonggyecheon in the 1970s was

densely populated with squatter settlements.

However, with the completion of Sewoon Sangga and Nakwon Sangga,
which were built in the late 1960s, the Cheonggyecheon transformed into a
space symbolic of Seoul's modernization and industrialization. As mentioned
previously, there are both bright and dark sides to the restoration of the
Cheonggyecheon. The same i1s true for the factories surrounding the
Cheonggyecheon. At the Cheonggyecheon, a space of modernization and
industrialization, many workers suffered. In response, Jeon Tae—il, demanding
compliance with the Labor Standards Act, set himself on fire in front of
Pyeonghwa Market in 1970. This incident 1s considered to have significantly
improved the labor environment in Korea. We will explore films, biographies,

and animations about Jeon Tae—il.

In the 1970s in Korea, labor issues and women's issues coexisted. The
reality of the urban underclass in the 1970s can be found in the novel "The

Dwarf" by Cho Se—hui, the reality of urban workers is depicted in "The Road



to Sampo" by Hwang Sok—yong, while the representation of women who
suffered during this era can be found in “Young—ja's Heydays’, which was

adapted into a film.

The Cheonggyecheon also had printing houses and bookstores. Even today,
there 1s an area with used bookstores by the Cheonggyecheon. In the past,
there were many ‘banggakbon’ (woodblock—print book) publishers around the
Cheonggyecheon, and many storytellers who read banggakbon novels. The
Cheonggyecheon was also a center for the popularization of knowledge. The
lecture in week 7 of ‘Seoul's History and Cultural Spaces’ will offer a great

opportunity to explore the variegated history of the Cheonggyecheon.

Ssangmun—dong will be the focus of our look at the 1980s. In 1988, the
global event of the 88 Seoul Olympics took place. We will examine the
meaning of 1988 for Koreans through works of popular culture that dealt
with this period, as well as the significance of Ssangmun—dong, Dobong—gu,
Seoul, which 1s depicted as a key place for Seoul's grassroots culture in

today's popular culture.

Dobong—gu is one of the three northeastern districts of Seoul. Dobong—gu,
as the name suggests, takes its name from Dobongsan Mountain. We can
infer how Dobongsan looked in the past by referring to the classical Korean
poetry of Yi Hang—bok's "Chuil," Yi Sik's "Dobongjesol," Cheong—um Kim
Sang—heon's poetry, Song Si—yeol's "Jedobongseowon," and King Jeongjo's
"Manjangbong.” Through Park Du—jin's poem "Dobong," we can also see how
intellectuals in the past and present expressed their feelings about
Dobongsan. We will also take a look at the examples of Ssangmun—dong,

Banghak—dong, Chang—dong, and Dobong—dong.

Next, we will look at the popular culture of the 1980s. In Korea, there are
many people who pine for past times, as evidenced by the term "7080." In
the corresponding lecture, we will explore the connection between the 1980s
and today's K—pop through the songs of Cho Yong—pil, Lee Sun—hee,
Songgolmae, the late Yoo Jae—ha, and Lee Moon—se. As for popular culture,
we will examine MBC's "Country Diaries" and the "Ureme" series that aired
from 1980 to 2002, and take a look at the cartoons "Dooly The Little
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Dinosaur" and "Alien Baseball Team."

In today's popular culture, there are many works that have gone back in
time to the 1980s. By finding out how Korea remembers the 1980s, we can
also learn about how modern Korea utilizes its past. In many works,
characters from the present day try to solve problems that were not resolved
in the past by jumping back in time. To examine this turn back towards the
past, we will focus on the 2011 film "Sunny," the drama "Life on Mars," and
the "Reply" series. The reason why 1988 keeps being summoned up in
Korean popular culture is because global events like the 24th Olympic Games
in Seoul were achieved through the efforts and sacrifices of the people. At
the time, people said that these efforts and sacrifices were not difficult at
all, but today’s dramas and films look for stories that could not be told in
that era. Ssangmun—dong 1s now used in popular culture as a representative

space of the people's culture.

The Ssangmun—dong portrayed in the drama "Reply 1988" is not so much a
reproduction of Ssangmun—dong in 1988, but rather a construction centered
on the space of Ssangmun—dong as people imagine the Seoul of 1988 Due to
its location on the outskirts of Seoul and its reputation as a decent
residential area with good transportation, Ssangmun—dong seems to have
become a symbol of a residential area for ordinary people in Seoul. We will

also take a closer look at this spot.

"Dooly The Little Dinosaur” is also set in Ssangmun—dong. Ssangmun—dong,
the setting of this animation, has created many Dooly—themed spaces. From
police stations, to community centers, and fire stations, there are even
streets with Dooly murals. As such, we will also examine Ssangmun—dong

and Dooly in this lecture.

I will also introduce some attractions that can be visited in Dobong—gu
today. Historical spaces include Dobongsan, the tomb of King Yeonsangun,
Seoul Choansan tombs, the tomb of Princess Jeongui, Kansong House, and
Wondangsaem Park, as well as Seoul Changpowon, the Peace Culture Bunker,
Dooly Museum, and Ssangridan—gil. I look forward to exploring these

attractions together in the upcoming lecture.



We will look at the 1990s with a special focus on Sinchon. In 1997, Korea
experienced the IMF foreign exchange crisis. If we examine the Seoul of this
period and the contemporary works of popular culture set in this period, we
will be able to see how both individuals, and the nation as a whole, overcame
this period of crisis. Also, since Sinchon has many universities, it 1s a
gathering place for many college students. We will have an opportunity to

discuss this dynamism as well.

The 1990s can be examined through the keywords "light and dark." The
1990s are now considered the center of retro culture were the heyday of
idol culture and popular music, as well as the blossoming of entertainment
culture and PC communication, so we will learn about this time. Sitcoms and
comedy (‘gag’) programs also enjoyed tremendous popularity. We will
examine this as well. In addition, we will look at the 1990s college scene
centered around Sinchon, the communication through beepers and public
telephones at the time, and the coffee shop culture of Sinchon Doksoori

Dabang. And I will also recommend a few popular songs from that time.

The 1990s are also famous for its "fin de siecle” sentiment." New and
different fashion trends emerged, with terms like hip—hop fashion, biker
gangs, and Orange Tribe coming into prominence. There is also a story about

the enormously popular craze of basketball at the time.

However, the 1990s were not all positive. The IMF financial crisis that
erupted In 1997 was a national crisis and caused great pain to individuals.
Fathers became unemployed overnight, which is well portrayed in the song
"Arcade" by Han's Band. There are also works that directly deal with the
frustration of the foreign exchange crisis. The movies "Default" and the
drama "Reply 1994" show examples of father and daughter unemployment
well. The trials faced by the characters in the 2018 drama "Twenty—Five,
Twenty—One" are also related to the IMF financial crisis. At that time,
Koreans tried to overcome the crisis through the 1997 gold collection
campaign, reminiscent of the 1907 National Debt Redemption Movement.
Although the IMF left indelible scars, it also demonstrated the Koreans'

ability to overcome crises.
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In the 1990s, there was also an opening of popular culture coming from
Japan. Perhaps because of Korea's history as a colony of Japan, Japanese
content was difficult to officially import into Korea. Although Japanese
content was accepted illegally, it began to be properly imported in the 1990s.
There were concerns that Korean culture would be eroded by Japanese
culture if cultural imports were opened up, but today, the competitiveness of
Korean culture has increased to the extent of the emergence of so—called

"

"Korean Wave." From movies and dramas to idol groups, and even food,
Korean culture is being propagated overseas, and we will examine this point

together.

Lastly, we will look at various aspects of the 1990s, which is the center of
the current retro craze. The drama "Twenty—Five, Twenty—One," which
depicts our youth, the movie "Architecture 101," which recalls the first love
of youth, and the drama "Reborn Rich," a story of overcoming pain in youth,
all look back fondly on the 1990s.

Gwanghwamun Square will be our focus as we delve into the 2000s. In
2002, there was the Korea—Japan World Cup. Following 1988, the World
Cup, a global event, held great significance for Koreans. We will explore
these aspects well with reference to popular culture based on this period. In
particular, we take a look at the World Cup soccer chants that are still loved
even after 20 years. We will also discuss national events that occurred at
the same time as the 2002 World Cup and examine the aspects of various
events happening at the same time. Furthermore, Gwanghwamun Square is
both a space for relaxation and a politically charged space. So, we will also

take a look at the history of Gwanghwamun Square.

Gwanghwamun was built in 1395 as the main gate of Gyeongbokgung
palace. However, it was destroyed during the Imjin War of 1592 and rebuilt
in 1865 by Heungseon Daewongun. During the Japanese colonial period, the
Government—General of Korea's new building was erected right behind
Gwanghwamun, and Gwanghwamun was also destroyed during the Korean War
in 1950. Since then, Gwanghwamun was restored to its current form, with

Gwanghwamun Square as a place for rest right in front of it. You can see
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that Gwanghwamun is an important part of Korea's history. During the
Choson Dynasty, Gwanghwamun Square was the Six Ministries Street, where
the six central administrative agencies of Choson were located. In the 20th
century, Gwanghwamun's steel arch was used to promote national projects. In
2009, the central median area was turned into Gwanghwamun Square. In
2022, Gwanghwamun Square, which was surrounded by roads like an island,
was transformed into a genuine public square, not by cutting through the
roads on both sides, but by pushing the roads to one side. In this way,
Gwanghwamun Square was the center of politics and administration during the
Choson Dynasty, a means of national propaganda in the 20th century, and in

the 21st century, the center of political communication and cheering culture.

In 2002, the Korea—Japan World Cup took place. At that time,
Gwanghwamun Square played a very important role. This 1s because the
street cheering culture of Korea began at that point. Many World Cup official
chants and Korean cheering songs are still vividly remembered by Koreans to
the extent that they are still sung today. In these cheers, the folk song
"Arirang" 1s also sung. Arirang has a deep connection with Gwanghwamun
Square. Arirang was sung during the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung palace
at the end of the Chosdn Dynasty, and it was used as the theme song in
director Na Un—gyu's movie <Arirang>. The movie was made in 1926. Thus,
after more than 100 years, the song Arirang, which contains the sorrow of

the Korean people, was sung to support Koreans at the 2002 World Cup.

However, there i1s something that must be remembered amid the events
that happened in 2002. Namely, the US military incident in which two middle
school girls were crushed to death on June 13, 2002, and the Second Battle
of Yeonpyeong on June 29, 2002. Both events occurred during the World Cup
period. As a result, the enthusiasm of the World Cup cheering transformed
into the mourning of a candlelight vigil. The Second Battle of Yeonpyeong
was made into the movie “The Battle of Yeonpyeong”, which contrasts the
cheering of the World Cup and the situation in the West Sea. Gwanghwamun
Square was reborn as a space for politics, protests, culture, and mourning,

and one capable of containing all these things.
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Gwanghwamun Square also features statues of Haetae, Admiral YVYi
Sun—shin, and King Sejong the Great. Haetae has become an important figure
for Koreans, to the extent that it has become the character Haechi of
modern—day Seoul. General Yi Sun—shin, a military commander with
outstanding strategic insight and a renowned civil servant, stands tall at the
entrance of Gwanghwamun Square. The statue of King Sejong the Great, who
represents the best of Korean history and created the Korean alphabet,
Hunminjeongeum, is located in the center of Gwanghwamun Square. We plan
to take a closer look at the three statues, so it would be great if we could
explore them together. Today's Gwanghwamun Square has various attractions,
including the three statues, Haechi Madang, Video Window, Tunnel Fountain,
Yukjo Madang, Time Garden, Square Forest, and Hangul Fountain. In addition,
the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts and the National Museum of
Korean History are located next to the square. If you would like to learn
more about the culture and standing of South Korea, please take a look

around with us.
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